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Board Highlights is published by the Puyal-
lup School District after each regular School 
Board meeting as part of a communications 
link between the School District and its staff 
and community.  Please direct questions or 
comments to Karen Hansen, director of com-
munications and executive services, 
302 Second St. SE, Puyallup, WA 98372; 
(253) 841-8703; or email khansen@puyallup.
k12.wa.us.

This is a summary of school board busi-
ness from the January 22, 2007 Puyallup 
School Board meeting. Items summarized 
below include action taken and district 
reports and presentations.

Director of  Student Learning Andrew Schwebke and members of  the 
school district’s science fair team (from left) Judy Faubion, Jan Ward, Sue 
Field, and Jennifer Montague join (far right) Angela Strecker, president 
of  Bank of  America’s Volunteer Network for Pierce County. Strecker 
presented a $2,000 check to support this year’s Science Fair.

Bank of America presents $2,000 
check for district Science Fair

Certifi cated Staff
Recommendations

Classifi ed Staff 
Recommendations

Diane Whitehead, Teacher, Pope

Brittney Ahlstrom, Interpreter Tutor, 
Ballou JH and Rogers HS
Nancy Benson, Special Education As-
sistant, Shaw Road
Renee Deuel, Workload Relief Paraedu-
cator, Woodland
Carol Sardoncillo, Special Education 
Assistant, Rogers HS

Human Resources
In other business directors held a fi rst 
reading of a revised board policy related 
to  the fi ling dates for candidates, as well 
as the timing of school board and primary 
elections. During the 2006 legislative 
session, lawmakers made various changes 

to election deadlines. Recommended revi-
sions will align district policy with state 
election law. The proposed policy will re-
turn to the school board for a second read-
ing at the next regularly scheduled board 
meeting  Monday, February 12 beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. at Ballou Junior High. Board 
action is scheduled to follow.

Angela Strecker, president of Bank of 
America’s Volunteer Network for Pierce 
County, presented the board with a $2,000 
check in support of this year’s district 
science fair. For the past four years, Bank 
of America has been a strong supporter of 
the annual science fair, which is held in 
conjunction with the Puyallup Spring Fair. 
About 20 bank employees help each year 
with set up and also volunteer as judges 
and monitors. Money donated by the bank 
in past years has helped to pay for outside 
groups to come to the fair and do sci-
ence demonstrations. The board thanked 
Strecker for the donation and recognized 
the district’s science fair team members 
Jan Ward, Sue Field, Jennifer Montague, 
and Judy Faubion. 

Teachers honored for earning 
National Board Certifi cation
Four Puyallup School District elementary 
school teachers have earned recognition 
through the National Board for Profes-
sional Teaching Standards.

Ken Cook, Andrea 
DeBruler, Rilla Matt-
son, and Annie Miller 
all recently learned 
they passed a rigorous 
process to become 
National Board Certi-
fi ed teachers. Cook 
teaches third grade at 
Brouillet Elementary, 
Miller teaches sixth 

grade at Zeiger Elementary,   Mattson 
teaches fourth 
grade at Woodland 
Elementary, and De-
Bruler teaches fi rst 
grade at Woodland 
Elementary.

Linda Quinn, 
executive director 
of  administrative 
services, introduced 
the four honorees 

to the board and explained the  intensive 
process involved in 
receiving National 
Board Certifi cation. 

The certifi cation 
generally takes about 
a year to complete 
and is considered the 
highest credential in 
the teaching profe-
sion, Quinn said. “It 
is a marvelous, but 

very diffi cult, professional development 
process.”

Teachers must apply to 
the National Board for 
Professional Teaching 
Standards, develop a 
portfolio, and dem-
onstrate their content 
knowledge.
Those selected for the 
honor demonstrate 
through the process 
their expertise and skill 
at positively impacting student learning 
through a performance-based assessment. 
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